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article assembles data of important and valuable materials so far rarely seen or

existed only on foreign lands,

The author here gives a brilliant exposition of these foreign collections as well

as the origin and development of Sinology; meanwhile the author points out that
China is the Mecca for printing and possesses the most rich collection of books and
documents in history, But there is regretably not yet in existence any comprehen~
sive and systematic catalogue of such early classics and printed books of China,espe-
cially becanse the earliest known hand-copied books, printed books and books of
rubbings are all kept in foreign lands, A great number or materials good for
research purpose were discovered in foreign public or private collections, Therefore
it is indispensable to compile a union catalogue of old rare Chinese books kept
(Page 57)

either in or outside China,

Author’s Preface to “History of Printing in China”

This book is the result of half a century’s hard work by the author on the
research of the history of Chinese printing., The book is imbued with rare data and

(Page 80)

penetrating analysis,
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