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SUMMARY

Ren Jiyu on Liberating the Productive Forces
Director of National Library of China Ren jiyu said that thé documents of the
13th Plenary Session of the Central 'Committee of Chinese Communist Party are
abundant in good experience which have set free people’s mind and consequently
will further liberate the productive forces. It is' the same with our Library. Th-
rough careful study of the said documents we can try to find out where in our
Library the Liberation is nct sufficient and what the barriers to productive forces
are, Some of our ways contradict the delivery of such forces. For instance,
whether the appraisal of vccationl titles is strict to standards is a matter worthy of
consideration, Ideological problems need to be solved, but practical problems also
need to be solved. Do not have these two kinds of problems mixed up. If ome or
two practical problems could be solved each year, the prestige of the Communist
party will be enhanced.
" excerpts of a'speech made at a meeting of the Library’s Jeading cadres. (page 13)

Introcucing the mural “Magnificent Ancient
Chinese Civilization”

Stepping into the entrance hall of New Building of the National Library of
China, one may face a ceramic bas-relief mural composed of seven parts, This
mural gives just the finishing touch to the #City of Books.”

Tne special environment of a national library offers the mural its appropriate
theme of the long history of Chinese civilization. This mural contains myths of
remote times, historic figures or lengendary tales as well as cultural relics. Its
ancient designs merged w:th the architecture’s own style. Artistic deformation
treatment are given to pattzrns on ancient ceramic bronze wares and portraits. per-
sons of different ages who are symbolic of, or imply the “library” are depicted.
The maural has truly paid warm tribute to the magnificent ancient Chinese civiliz-
ation. (page 20)

Preface to "Collation of Texts by Guan Zhong”

Works of Guan Zhong are known to be difficult reading. Having undergone the
long lapse of ages, the original copies-are no more available, What remained are
random pieces with various errors, Guan Zhong’s texts are in faet a gathering of
writings of the Warring States (B.C. 475-221). the Qin Dynasty (B.C. 221-207)
and the Han Dynasty (B.C. 206-A.D. 220). While the texts included the history
of philosophy and the history of economics, considerable: part dealt with the
sayings of various schools as that of the Taoist school,the Confucian school,  the
Legalist school,Logician school, the school of Positive and Negative Forces, school
of Agriculture, etc. Various types of errors unavoidably followed the miscellany

of contents, If not to be processed, this large quantity of source wmaterial would
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have been overlooked and come to naught. Our predecessors have done a great deal
atong the line of collation, commentary notes and explanation of words, which are
tegretfully very widely scattered in books, In order to facilitate the readers, colo-
ssal effort is needed to select and to compile into one compedium,

With the purpose to further improve these valuable texts, eminent scholar Guo
Mojo had collected several versions of such texts and read manuscripts from diff-
erent sources ”in order to offer some processed source material to researchers.” He
maintzined that “Doing research is like mountain—climbing, even though the forer-
unners had done their bert to open up the way, the posterity has always to ascend
by oneself.” (page 53)

Precis of "Selected Readings from Foreign
Works of Library Science”

This book is on the State Education Commission 1985-1990 plan for textbooks.
Having comprised entries selected from encyclopedia of Great Britain, France,
United States, and Soviet Union, as well as works of known scholars of library
science over the past eras, this book thus well outlined the formation and devel-
opment of library and library science. It also offers biographical sketches of some
representative persons in the library world,and lists in its appendix the major events
of library science in different countries on the world scene. On the whole, the book
gives both a theoretic and a historic skelch. It is a reference book for teachers
and students specialize on library and information science, and a book for libraries
of different levels. (edited by Yuan Yongqiu and Li Jiaqiao; preface by prof., Lu
shuxiang; published by Beijing Uul.versity publishing House; distributed by Xinhua
Bookstore) (page 66)

Dr. Tsuen-hsuin T'sten and his
"Paper and printing”

Dr. Tsuen-hsuin Tsien is a well-known scholar and author of Chinese literat-
ure in the United Statese His prestigeous work #Paper and printng” has been
admitted into the First Part of the Fifth Volume (published 1983) of “History of
Chinese Science and Technology”. Dr., Joseph Needham wrote in the preface to his
“History of Chinese Science and Technology”, "Dr, Tsuen-hsuin Tsien is one of
the world’s most eminent authorities on this subject” And it was thus commented
in the United States, 7This book offered us thorough facts while giving explicit
statements on the characteristics, methods, environment and influence of a form of
information dissemination by mankind that survived the longest duration, In China,
the book was lauded as “the best among books of this calibre’ lan this issue of
Bulletin of China Society of Library Science, the editor has published the interview

by a reporter of “Huasheng News” which delineated the great contribution the

author made in magnifying the Chinese civilization, (page 72)
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