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On the rival enviornment of libraries / Zhou Zhihua/ /Bulletin of the China Society of ‘Library
Science/China Society of Library Science. ---1989,15(3). 3~6

Libraries can only exist and develop in competition, and competition is its entirety action in
reforming. Readérs are the aim of competition and broadcasting, television and publishing system
are powerful rivals. Readers are the lifeblood of libraries. The existence value of libraries is- not
determined by itself but by readers and the social effects and profits of them doing, because they
show the recognition to libraries extended by the society and the social position of libraries. The
‘basic policy of library srevice is ” All for readers” and " Readers being the highest, service being
supreme. ” lis starting point meets the needs of both readers and the existence and development of
libraries themselves. Competition alsc exists between libraries. 1t takes place mainlj in major cities.
The public librariesv belonging to municipalities and districts should make great efforts to win dver
more readers. Libraries should streangthen cooperation, thus strengthening the ability of unity
competition of library service. '

Libraries-—Struggling for Existence

Library Service--—-Reforming

G259

The great trends of library scicnce education in China / Hua Xunji / / Bulletin of the China
Society of Library Science/China Society of Library Science. —1989,15(3).--7~11

Libraries belong to the information industry. A high-developed information society must have a
corresponding library system, and an appropriate library science education must be'.'developed too.
According to the statistic, 70% c¢f the American workforce is engaged in informatjon-related’
activities. 60 % of the professionals who have gotten the library science academie degraes setve for
enterprises’ information divisions, only 20Y% of the professionals who have gotten the library
science academic degrees work in libraries. At the same time, many non—libi-ary scienee specilities
develop the courses in library and information science to strength the eompetitive abilities in em-
ployment. According to an investigation to 71 non-library science specilities (among them there are
36 computer science, 18 pedagogy, 8 engineering science and 2 communication science etc. ) of 39
states in the USA, 22 library science courses have been developed. In the view of development in
China, the competitive mechanism must be introduced into the library science which will provide
deep-processed information products to serve for the information markets. In order to meet all sort

of information needs and requirements, it should become public information sterage and service



