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ABSTRACT Sarting from the generd concepts of metadata in digitd libraries, the author anayzes
the requirements of metadata interoperability environment for the desgn and gpplication of metadata,
discusses some principlesin the open design of metadata (such as modularization, extenshility , dis
tributedness and recursiveness) , and describes the basic frameworks of open metadata applications and
mechanisms of gpplication protocols. 2 figs. 28 refs.
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