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ABSTRACT The content analysis methods originated in the early 20th century. Their patterns
include hermeneutic content analysis, empirical content analysis and computer-aided content analysis.
More and more attention has been paid to the study of content analysis methods in foreign countries
since the 1970s and in China recently. In this paper, the authors analyze their principles, methods,
steps, tools and application prospects. 6 tabs. 12 refs.
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