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ABSTRACT

RREBE S E KSRGS L

This paper reports on a CLS funded project “Library Network Development” and its major findings. The
study shows that, in the past few years, driven by “equitable services for all” principles, Chinese government and the
library profession have experimented with many innovative ways to establish libraries at the grass — root level, to
strengthen main library and branch library relations and to develop regional library networks. It also shows that although
each of these endeavours has learned valuable lessons for future development, a true and sustainable equitable public

library service for all requires more radical change to the governing structure of Chinese public libraries: it requires a

redefinition of their development agents and administrative unit. 3 refs.
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