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ABSTRACT This paper reviews the history of the relevance research for information retrieval abroad which appears two
orientations, as the relevance research on system and the relevance research on users. It has become the consensus of the
academic community that relevance is dynamic, multidimensional, perceptible and measurable. There is a great
development of basic and practical research on relevance after 1997. The relevance research has penetrated into all areas of
information retrieval, such as models, algorithms, clustering, query expansion, refinement and the relevance judgments.

With the development of relevance research, information retrieval system will meet users’ needs closely. 1 fig. 2 tabs. 20
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