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ABSTRACT  Public library management systems in developed countries have clear relationships among government,
society and library chief executive officer, and their accountabilities and responsibilities to be carried out respectively
through library legislation, and the roles of library advisory bodies should not be neglected. By contrast, there are a
number of problems in China, such as the lack of library acts, dislocation of government functions, weaknesses of the
independence of library professional management and library corporate governance, new management system facing barriers
caused by the existing management system, and so forth. The basic idea for establishing a new management system is to
readjust the relations among government, society and library, to clarify their roles respectively by the philosophy of
“separating the government and society, separating the government and library profession”, to safeguard self-governance of
library, and to establish a multi-governance library management system of “Government-oriented, library profession self-
regulation, public library corporate governance”. 20 refs.
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