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ABSTRACT According to the different natures and objectives, this paper divides the subjects of library assessment into
five types, such as the government for management, library association for providing guidelines, the library self-
evaluation, user-centered evaluation and the third-party organization in specific areas. It also explores their orientations,

characteristics and related assessment practices. The paper analyses the widely accepted criteria, influential library

assessment projects and advanced methods and tools used in many famous libraries. 6 tabs. 31 refs.
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