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ABSTRACT Taking ontology, recognition theory and value theory as main framework, this paper collects all the

viewpoints related to library essence, then subdivided them into a few main categories. After a comprehensive analysis, the
author points out both the theoretical advantages and the disadvantages of revealing the library essence. Secondly in the
part of epistemology, based on the thoughts of humane essence by Marxist classical writers, it summarizes its dialectical
logic expressions: the human essence is the ensemble of the social relations in its reality. Via the analog method, the
author addresses that the library essence is the ensemble of the social relations in its reality; in mathematical set theory
approach, a dialectical logic expressions of it was deduced. The systematic explanations are also given to the expressions.
Conclusions are as follows: for library, there is no abstract essence, the essence is always concrete and realistic; the
library essence is the ensemble of the social relations in its reality. The dialectical logic expressions is essentially an
equation. Each point of view about the library essence in the history is only a specific and approximate solution proximate
solution of this equation. 39 refs.
KEY WORDS Library essence.
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