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ABSTRACT Based on 3319 research papers from Web of Science on library science, this paper uses Citespace 1I to
analyze their citation data and subject words, and identifies the important academic documents and representative
researchers in the field of Library science. The following conclusions are made by the study: 1) the research force of
Library science is located mainly in the United States, while Britain, Canada, China, Germany and Japan have been
making outstanding contributions; 2) the intellectual base of library science consists of a set of foundational documents and
some key documents with high citations and centrality; 3) the research front of library science includes the search engine,
the construction of digital libraries, libraries’ information service, information measurement indicators, information
organization and other topics. Since the 1990s, the focuses in the field of library science have been the digital library,
Information Science, the public library, the national library, the university library and information services, among which
the digital library is the most addressed theme. 6 figs. 3 tabs. 11 refs.
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