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ABSTRACT The Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Finance of China have issued recently “Opinions on Promoting
Free Access to Museums of Fine Arts, Public Libraries and Cultural Centers ( stations) in China”. For public libraries to
adapt to the new situation brought about by the implementation of the Opinions, the author proposes the construction of a
theoretical system for public libraries’ development at the present stage, which includes the “Cultural Community of Public
Information Oriented Development Concept of Public Libraries” and the “New Librarianship for Public Libraries”. In view
of the strategy of revitalizing Chinese culture and of the information society strategy for the Western China, the author
points out that the most prominent issue to deal with is to link or integrate the free access policy with the three general
strategic goals of public libraries-Change of Development Mode, System Design of Services, and Reform and Innovation of
the Management System and the Operation Mechanism. 16 refs.
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