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ABSTRACT Based on cluster analysis and pathfinder algorithm, this paper proposed a new approach to visualize the
results of author co-citation analysis, and explored the intellectual structure and analyzed its evolution characteristics of
Library and Information Science in China using the proposed approach with a large scale of data ranging from 1998 to
2007. The results showed that research of Library and Information Science in China during 1998 and 2007 mainly focused
on bibliometrics, scientometrics, informetrics, the fundamentals of information science, competitive intelligence, network
information organization, retrieval and services, intellectual property, knowledge management and information resources
management, digital information resources development and utilization, biographies, information organization and retrieval,
the fundamentals of library science. A trend was also seen that with time passes the topics of network bibliometrics and
competitive intelligence are gaining momentum, while those topics of bibliography and digital library are losing momentum.
5 figs. ltab. 20 refs.

KEY WORDS Library and information science.  Author co-citation analysis.  Intellectual structure.  Visualization.
Knowledge mapping.
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