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ABSTRACT Collaborative information seeking & retrieval ( CIS&R) is becoming a more and more interesting field. This
paper argues that CIS&R is actually a knowledge sharing process. The previous framework models and empirical researches
of knowledge sharing in collaborative information seeking & retrieval are summarized in detail. Within the framework of the
context and work tasks, a model of knowledge sharing based on social cognitive theory in CIS&R is presented. The main
factors of the model are analyzed, and the mechanisms and path of knowledge sharing in CIS&R are discussed in detail.
Finally the limitations of the model and the future researches are given. 2figs. 18refs.
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