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On the Applicability of Journal Citation Identity Indicators in the
Evaluation of Journal Impact

Su Fangli & Sun Jianjun

ABSTRACT  This paper analyses journal citation identity based on data from 18 LIS journals included in CSSCI in
2009. The results showed that Journal Citation Identity indicators including Reference Count, Reference Count per Arti-
cle, Percentage of English References, Self-citing Rate, Extensiveness of References, Citing Half Life, Journal Concentra-
tion Factor, and Average JIF of Citation Identities, are not significantly correlated to the evaluation of journal impact.
This paper argues that Journal Citation Identity indicators can reveal the content features of journal articles, editors’ pref-
erences of research topics, and even the development trends of the LIS field. 3 tabs. 27 refs.
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