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Embracing Social Inclusion; An Introduction to Community Infor-
matics in America

Li Gang, Sun Jianjun & Fu Liping

ABSTRACT After a review of the background and development of community informatics( CI) in America, this paper ex-
pounds the orientation and conception of CI as an emerging field and a social reform factor. Then the paper analyzes some
heated discussion among CI researchers including “How to use Information and Communication Technology( ICT) to enable
community processes and the achievement of community objectives”, “Which model is best for community inquiry and com-
munity development”, “What are critical factors for the sustainability of CI initiatives”, “Can social inclusion be achieved
via ICT projects”. Along with these issues, the paper briefly introduces some typical cases like Technology Opportunities
Program, The Community Informatics Initiative, The Community Networking Initiative and Community Technology Center.
It concludes that CI theory and practice is of great significance to Social Welfare Policy in contemporary China. 2 tabs. 31
refs.
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