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The Mission and Responsibility of Library Science Theories :
Overview the 6th National Seminar on Fundamental Theories
in Library Science

Huang Honghua & Zhou Jiagui

ABSTRACT The 6th National Seminar on Fundamental Theories in library science was held on Dec 15 to 18 at Shenz-
hen Library. This article reports the main viewpoints of the participants and the authors: 1) Further analysis on profession-o-
riented vs. discipline-oriented library science research is rooted in the relations between theories and practices in library
science; 2) The re-construction and inheritance of a system of theories needs to consider how to define new research ques-
tions and how to make good use of existing academic accumulation in library science; 3) Continuous exploration is needed to
match technology with humanity characteristics; 4) Library science research should pay more attention to methodology and
empirical research requires standard procedures; 5) The fulfillment of library’s basic and social responsibility is inevitable if
it wants to realize its values. 14 refs.
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