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The Design and Application Value of the Chinese Social Sciences
Citation Index

Su Xinning

ABSTRACT The Chinese Social Sciences Citation Index ( CSSCI) project started up in late 1998, and the first version of
CSSCI was released in May 2000. The current version of CSSCI includes more than 1.1 million records from academic
source and nearly 10 million records from cited literature. The CSSCI system is now considered as an important platform for
assessing the scientific research achievements for Humanities and Social Sciences by China Ministry of Education. CSSCI
includes three subsystems: data processing, information retrieval and statistical analysis. It can control data quality, improve
retrieval efficiency, save citation analysis data, and analyze discipline research features etc. The article also explains in de-
tail how citation index data is used in subject feature analysis, the subject academic growth and the degree of internationali-
zation analysis, research hotspot and tendency exploration, important academic discovery and academic network establish-
ment, etc. 2 figs. 10 refs.
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