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RDA and China;The Internationalization of Cataloging

Barbara B. Tillett

ABSTRACT Based on AACR2, RDA is built on the strong foundations of the conceptual models of FRBR ( Functional
Requirements for Bibliographic Records) and FRAD ( Functional Requirements for Authority Data) , as well as the Interna-
tional Cataloguing Principles (ICP). RDA is a new standard for resource description and access, designed for the digital
world. Other important goals for RDA are to be a tool that addresses cataloguing all types of content and media; a tool that
results in records that are intended for use in the digital environment; a tool that is used in international cataloguing. There
are some organizations that keep RDA going: a Committee of Principals, a group of publishers who manage the Funds and
the Joint Steering Committee for the Development of RDA (JSC). The JSC primarily develops and maintains RDA con-
tent; it is also responsible for developing and maintaining the RDA Element Set and various value vocabularies, providing
workshops and seminars on RDA, continuing collaborations with various communities, and promoting RDA through a Web
site. RDA itself is evolving, and the process for making changes to RDA is continuing. The JSC welcomes more interna-
tional participation and looks forward to working with China to make RDA even better. 5 figs.
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0y11 Internationalization

0.11.1

0.11.2

General
RD# is designed for use in an international context.

RDA conventions relating to language and script, nurmerals, dates, and units of
measurement are summarized under 0.11.2-0.11.5 (A

Language and Script

Specified elements are transcribed in the language and script in which they appear
on the source of information from which the data are taken. However, allowance is
made for recording the data in a transliterated form if they cannot be recorded in
the script used on the source fram which they are taken, and for recording the data
in a transliterated form in addition to the form in the original script.

Cther elements are generally recorded in the language and script preferred by the
agency creating the data.

There are, however, a number of instructions that specify the use of an English-
language term (e.q., pubfisher not idemiifed) or provide a controlled list of terms in
English (e.g., the terms used to designate media type, carrier type, base material).
Agencies creating data for use in a different language or script context may modify
such instructions to reflect their own language or script preferences and replace
the English-language terms specified in RDA with terms appropriate for use in their
context, Authorized translations of RDA will do likewise.
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A TOOLKIT

R TOOLS RESOURCES

-RDA
Table of Contents
+ 0: Introduction
- Section 1: Recording Alfributes of
Manifestation & Item
+1: General Guidelines on
Recording Attributes of
Manifestations and ltems:
+ 2 Identifying Manifestations and
liems:
+ 3 Describing Carriers
+ 4 Providing Acquisition and
Access Informafion
- Section 2: Recording Attributes of Work
&Expression
+5: General Guidelines on
Recording Attributes of Works
and Expressions
+ 8 Identifying Works and
Expressions
+ T: Describing Content
- Section 3: Recording Attributes of
Person, Farmily, & Corporate Body
+ 8 General Guidelines on
Recording Attributes of Persons,
Families, and Corporate Bodies

About | Help | Feedback

GET STARTED WITH THE RDA TOQLKIT!
It's as easy as ...

Login to Your Subscription

If your institution's name is visible in the upper right corner of the window, then you're already logged into
your subscription. If not, enter your subscription Account ID and Password in the login boxes.

Create a User Profile

Next, create a User Profile by clicking the "Create" button. If you already have a User Profile, enter your
Profile Name and Passward in the login baxes. Solo-users are automatically logged into their User Profile
when they l0g into their subscription

Browse or Search

On the RDA tab to the left, click the plus sign to expand and browse the RDA table of contents. On the Tools
tab you can browse the RDA Element Set View as well as workflows and mappings. Search RDA only from the
"RDA Quick Search" box above, or use Advanced Search to search RDA and other documents.

Need Assistance?

* Click the "Help" link in the lower left corner to visit our Quick Start Guide
« Request Support

= « For an overview of RDA: Resource Description and Access and the RDA Toolkit—including how to =

create a User Profile, to browse and search, to use workflows and mappings, and to leverage your
existing knowledge of AACR2 and MARC as an entry into RDA cataloging —sign up for a free RDA =

E4 RDA TEEHNR
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