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Research on the Funding Guarantee System of American Public Li-
braries

Liu Xuan

ABSTRACT Funding is the material guarantee for the survival and development of public libraries, and the legal regime
formed around funding guarantee is basic for the survival and development of public libraries. American public librarian-
ship is great developed because of its funding guarantee system. Multiple levels of federal, state and local governments
published laws, regulations and standards to formulate the manners of financial support to public libraries, which ensured
the growth of funding for public libraries to keep pace with the growth of national financial expenditure, and achieved better
service benefits. But there are still some problems, such as funding distribution is not fair among different levels of
governments. On the basis of systematical analysis of the legislative base and legal forms of the public libraries funding sys-
tem at all levels of the governments in the United States, this paper examines the practical effect of the funding guarantee
system, in order to provide theoretical and practical references for the funding issues of library law in China. 1 fig. 2 tabs.
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