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The Information Revolution in Illinois; A Community Informatics Per-

spective

Kate Williams

ABSTRACT Based on community informatics theory, this paper focuses on the big question of community informatics and the
specific research question here is to find the social origins and development of the information revolution in the local community.
Through investigating the uses of IT in local institutions in Illinois, this study portrays the basic social footprint of the information
revolution. There are four main areas to report on: firstly, the internet speed tests reveal continuing digital divides; secondly,

despite that, IT use is generally well developed, but differences persist between the IT leaders and the organization leaders;

*  JESURE AT P 3k shttp ://www. ztxb. net. en,
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thirdly, surprising local IT-origin stories can be drawn from the participants in any given town; and finally, particular networks
appear to be resources for these local leaders. Our findings point to the main components of how a community has been able to

cross the digital divide: Cyberorganizers, local organizations that are a base for early adoption of digital technology and the Inter-

net, and computer literacy based on how local leaders use digital technology. 1fig. 4tabs. 36refs.

KEY WORDS Community informatics.
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