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Community Informatics in the Process of Orientalization; Expectations
and Reflections

Yu Liangzhi
ABSTRACT  This essay explains the concept and theoretical framework of Community Informatics. It argues that Community
Informatics shares a common interest and mission in promoting the development of community by modern information technology
with research and practices of community informatization and rural informatization in China, but differs from the latter in its theo-
retical perspectives which rooted very much in modem social science theories like communitarianism, network theory and social
capital theory and which emphasize community empowerment and participation in ICT applications. It is these perspectives, this
essay argues, that hold great potentials for CI to contribute to community/rural informatization in China. This essay also raises a
number of questions in relation to CI’s attempted orentalization. 20 refs.
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