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Value of Social Capital on Bridging Accidental Digital Divide among
Rural Residents: A Field Report from Jinghai County, Tianjin

Wang Ming & Yan Hui

ABSTRACT The paper reports research findings from a study on how rural residents in Huifeng West Village and Tuhe Vil-
lage of Jinghai County, Tianjin bridge “accidental digital divide” in having access to and using digital tools by employing field
observation and in-depth interviews, especially on the role of social capital in this process. The findings are as follows: seniors
tend to rely on bonding social capital to realize digital anti-poverty; the middle-aged make comprehensive use of bridging and
bonding social capital and prefer bridging one; children and young adults generally ask for help from friends, or after-sales serv-
ices in their bridging social capital to address the difficulties they are faced with. 1 fig. 2 tabs. 43 refs.

KEY WORDS Community informatics.  Digital poverty.  Accidental digital divide. ~Social capital. ~ Rural residents.
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