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Information Behavior in the Scattered Information Context: A Review
of Overseas Interdisciplinary Information Behavior Research in the
Field of Library and Information Science

Ma Cuichang & Cao Shujin

ABSTRACT This paper reviews the research on overseas interdisciplinary information behaviors in the field of library and in-
formation science( LIS) in the framework of “theoretical bases, behavior features and improvement of application”. This paper
makes “information behavior in the scattered information context” as main study object and theoretical basis for interdisciplinary
information behavior in LIS . Based on a review from three perspectives (weak information and behaviors, interdisciplinary infor-
mation behavior models and information serendipity), the paper proposes three features of interdisciplinary information behav-
iors, namely, information acquisition through interpersonal channels, collaborative study and knowledge construction for knowl-
edge fusion and innovation, and group diversity and prominent features in interdisciplinary research on humanities and social sci-
ence. Finally, applied research on interdisciplinary information behaviors from the improvement of information services and the
improvement of information retrieval and system is suggested. 84 refs.
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