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Impact of Marrakesh Treaty on Public Library Service for Visually Im-
paired People

Cao Yang

ABSTRACT Marrakesh Treaty adopted in June 2013 provides a basis in international law for visually impaired people to have
convenient access to works. Authorized entity is the core concept of the treaty, which is defined in this paper as nonprofit organi-
zations endowed with a series of exceptions and limitations related to intellectual property(IP) to solve the problems of scarcity
and dissemination of works in accessible formats. Public libraries are appropriate to be authorized entities for their rich experience
in serving visually impaired people and necessary resources and capabilities for disseminating works in accessible formats. In or-
der to promote the implementation of the treaty in China, it is suggested that China’s IP law should expressly define the author-
ized entity status of libraries, the exceptions and limitations libraries enjoy, and the range of beneficiaries that libraries provide
services for, and so on. 6 refs.
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