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For a Win-Win Solution: E-book Lending Model in American and
British Public Libraries

Yang Lingxue

ABSTRACT E-books have become an important part of public library lending services. However, publishers make all sorts of
restrictions on lending services of e-books in libraries for the benefit of their own. In order to bridge the stand gap between pub-
lishers and public libraries in terms of e-book lending, both sides are looking for a win-win mechanism. By examining the litera-
ture of IFLA, American Library Association, and British Government, this paper sum up the common points of e-book lending in
both British and American public libraries as follows: the right of public libraries to freely lend e-books to readers should be
guaranteed; the model of e-book lending in public libraries consists of three components, namely, exclusively lending one book
to one person at one time, providing remote services, and limiting loan frequency. 1 fig. 14 refs.
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