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A Comparison Study on the Research Fields of Chinese and American

Library and Information Science Research Institutions
An Lu, Yu Chuanming, Li Gang & Zhang Xuan

ABSTRACT Research institutions play an important role in scientific research and technical innovation. The research field a-
nalysis of research institutions in different countries can facilitate mutual learning and promote potential collaboration. In this
study, we employed Self-organizing Map(SOM) technique, an artificial neural network to visually compare technical library and
information science( LIS) research fields between 87 Chinese and American LIS research institutions. The findings revealed that
both Chinese and American LIS institutions tended to have more similar technical LIS research fields to their domestic counter-
parts than to those in the other country. Eight groups of potential international collaborators and seven groups of potential domes-
tic collaborators were presented based upon their research similarities. The salient and distinguished feature research fields of
Chinese and American LIS institutions were analyzed. The findings of this study lead to a better understanding of the similarities
and differences among Chinese and American LIS institutions in terms of technical LIS research fields and provide decision sup-
port for related institutions to seek potential collaborators, to keep up with foreign salient research fields, and to identify the re-
search weaknesses of their own. 1 fig. 6 tabs. 42 refs. 1 appendix.
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