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Reading Promotion Activities and Programs on Comics in American
and Japanese Public Libraries

Li Furong & Li Changging

ABSTRACT Comics are very popular with children and adolescents. Many American and Japanese public libraries own a
comic collection and create reading promotion activities and programs around it. Based on the public information of those li-
braries’ official websites and some academic papers, this article adopted the methods of document surveys and case study
to summarize two types of comic reading promotion activities: one is the traditional ways of comic reading promotion activi-
ty; the other is comic reading promotion program. Each type was divided into several concrete events to illustrate what these
events were and how they worked. This article found out that public libraries tried their best to promote comic reading not
only because comics are appealing to patrons but also because the reading of great comics have something to do with chil-
dren’ s self—development and information literacy. The appealing power to young people and artistic and/or literature values
make comics become a new trend in library collection development. 2 figs. 3 tabs. 26 refs.
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