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A Study on the Concepts of Academic Book, Academic Writing
and Academic Monograph

YE Jiyuan

ABSTRACT

The academic books, academic writings and academic monographs are major carriers of academic presenta-
tions and research results. As important information resources, they are also very important for the innova-
tion-oriented countries. While now in China, neither the academia nor the press and management circles did
truly understand the meaning of the above three terms. Thus it has an adverse impact on the bibliographic
statistics and management of academic research and academic books. In order to clarify the concept and lay
the foundation for the research and practice, this article, through the concept analysis method, analyzes the
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meaning of “book”, “writing”, “monograph” and “academic”, integrates the points of view of most research-

ers, identifies the various forms of academic publishing in present China and comes to the following conclu-

sion: academic books should be taken as hypernym, while academic writings should be taken as hyponym of
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academic books and academic monographs should be taken as hyponym of academic writings. Therefore, it is
inappropriate to take them as synonyms. Academic books refer to the books with content of a subject or a
field, having certain innovation, being valuable to professional study and research and usually having litera-
ture comments, references or index, etc. They include academic writings, academic paper compilation/pro-
ceedings, conference proceedings, college degree and above teaching materials/textbooks and reference
books, the major writing manner of which is “writing”, some are “compiling” and very few is “editing”. Ac-
ademic writing refers to the books focusing on a problem or a project with innovation and logic and self-jus-
tification, including academic monographs, academic progress review, research guides, manuals, etc, the
major writing manner of which is writing, some are compiling and barely editing. Academic monographs refer
to the works focusing on a particular subject, a field or a project, which are concentrated, systematic, com-
prehensive and in-depth discussions. They generally have unique insights to the specific problem, and
mostly are works written by either a single person or two or three people who create a system of their own.
They include single-volume monographs, multi-volume monographs and monographic series, the major
writing manner of which is all writing, not compiling nor editing. The clear concepts of academic books, aca-
demic writings and academic monographs writing will help to count the species and amount of academic
books accurately. These statistics will not only be playing an important role in the budgets and collection de-
velopment of academic, research libraries and intelligence agencies, but also in the publication administra-
tion, funds allocation from trust institutions and even in all kinds of database construction and evaluation of
academic books, etc. Meanwhile, this article suggests that the core concepts of humanities and social science
research be very important and their definition should be paid attention to like those in natural sciences. The
research community may form some consensus over term definition and publish the core concepts in the form
of textbooks, reference books or term specification lists in order to strengthen the research basis. Qualitative
research is the basis of quantitative research. Clarifying the concepts and terms and defining their connota-
tion and denotation are the foundation of obtaining more accurate data. Clear concept definition is very im-
portant, but it should not be over-stressed, leading to ignorance of the fast-growing publication practice. Pub-
lications are artifacts and the connotation and denotation of existing concepts are constantly modified or
summarized, therefore the positive interaction between theory and practice will make the study of the con-
cepts more meaningful. 13 refs.
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