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An Overview of the Library History Studies in Japan

FAN Fan

ABSTRACT

Japanese scholars of library history have particular views on concept definition, research method and
research field. This paper discusses the library history materials kept in Keio University Library, including
the first library journal in Japan titled The Toheki, and the newest Library History textbook published in
2014. And in addition to printed books and journals, this paper also refers to digital materials issued by re-
lated associations and organizations.

For research theories, Japanese library history scholars paid more attention to discussing the research method
and division, such as Gonnai Takei’s study on history of library and library science, Hiroshi Kawai’s views on
history of library, Library Science and library ideas, and Tarou Miura’s summary of studies on library history in
Japan from 2002 to 2007. For research contents, Japanese scholars started their studies with the library histo-

ry, then the research contents were refined into the history of Library Science, ideas, movements, services, col-
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lections and biographies of librarians. For research basis, there are plenty of material on library history, which
includes textbooks, historical records and reference books such as yearbook, statistics data, bibliography, etc.
Among these material, textbooks have crucial importance of popularizing research output and cultivating schol-
ars in this field. Historical records and reference books also provide convenience for scholars in this field. For
research organization, Japan Association of Library History, a specialized organization for library history study,
was established in 1982 and renamed the Japan Association of Library and Information History in 1995. By
hosting the professional meetings and issuing journals, the association promotes the communication of library
history research and the academic criticism in this field. For research field, Japanese scholars are good at ab-
sorbing the related foreign achievements just as they used to do with the foreign cultures. Apart from library
history in Japan, Japanese scholars also studied the library history in China, the United States, Germany, Eng-
land and Russia. They have translated many books on foreign library history into Japanese, and have become
the experts at that field, such as Hiromichi Matsumi for Chinese library history, Yoshitaka Kawasaki for Amer-
ican library history, and Hiroshi Kawai for German library history.

The achievements of library history studies in Japan are very abundant and only a few impressive aspects

have been summarized in this article. The achievements and the characteristics of library history studies in

Japan need to be studied further. 23 refs.
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