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ABSTRACT

In 2002 the author published Ten Hot Issues in the Development of Chinese Librarianship in the Journal of
Library Science in China. Over the past 15 years, the dramatic changes in the social, economic and technical
environment have a great impact on the development of librarianship. Based on the comprehensive
consideration of environmental changes as well as transformation and development, this paper aims at
making an overview of hot topics about development of librarianship and concludes ten hot topics: the library
and social development, literacy, space reconstruction, artificial intelligence, digital humanities, open access
movement, public digital culture and targeted poverty alleviation, library reforms, the third-generation
library, the Belt and Road Initiatives and the internationalization of libraries.

Although hot topics are often transient, the ten topics discussed in this paper will exert an effect on
librarianship for quite a long time. The topics begin with the library and social development, and end with
the Belt and Road Initiatives and the internationalization of libraries, which are about the relationship
between the library and society. Literacy, the recent focus of contention in the library community, is
associated with the definition of core activities of the library, service goals, and extension of actives. The
author suggests that the library should extend its activities towards developing diversified literacy including
reading instead of putting emphasis solely on reading. Space reconstruction and digitalization have been hot
issues since the beginning of 21st century. Space reconstruction highlights the library’s space value on which

the library community has reached consensus in recent years, and many successful cases and innovative
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practices have come forth. Digitalization involves more, including artificial intelligence, digital humanities,
open access movement, public digital culture and targeted poverty alleviation, among which the greatest
common divisor is digitalization. This paper also puts forward reflections on the development patterns of
digital library. Library reforms and the third-generation library are associated with the transition. Oriented
towards the future, the ten topics explore the development of librarianship. In the short term, the library
should provide fundamental and knowledge-based public services to realize the comprehensive well-off. In
the long term, the library should provide support in knowledge and information for the development of
society, especially for the all-round development of human beings. As a public cultural institution, the
library must develop in accord with society.

The ten topics discussed are not logically accurate and somewhat subjective in the selection of contents.

Analyses of some issues are not thorough out of consideration for the balance of topics. 48 refs.
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