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The Attribution Analysis of Low Participation in Public Reading
among Rural Residents; A Survey from 77 Administrative Villages

in Hubei Province
CHEN Geng & HU Yachun

ABSTRACT

Public reading is a government—led project that benefits people, and can protect the public cultural rights
and interests of residents. Since the implementation of the Nationwide Book—Reading Campaign in 2006,
China’s reading rate has been effectively improved. However, compared with urban areas, the reading rate of
rural residents is still not high, and rural public reading shows the characteristics of low participation.

At present, there are many research results about rural reading difficulty or low participation in the
academic circle. In the attribution analysis, there are three different theoretical viewpoints: resource
determinism, management determinism and information demand determinism, and each of the three
attributions has not only its own rationality but also certain attribution bias, which can not completely

explain the current rural reading problems. Therefore, through questionnaire survey and field interviews on
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public reading in 77 administrative villages in Hubei Province, this paper uses Kelly’s cube theory for
reference and tries to establish a comprehensive attribution model of rural residents with low participation in
public reading, including actors, stimulus, and external situations.

The research results show that among the reasons that affect the low participation of rural residents, reading
ability, reading cognition and reading effort are the three main actor factors; the stimulus object and the
stimulus means are the two stimulus influencing factors, and the metaphysical practical values and the
physical cultural life practice are the two basic external situations. In the attribution results, the three—
dimensional causes that affect the low participation of rural residents have internal and external causes and a
hierarchical progressive structure. The causes may be single or compound, but most of them are related to
the factors of the actors themselves, so the factors of the actors need to be paid special attention. Therefore,
in the action strategy of promoting rural residents’ public reading behavior, it is necessary to stimulate and
strengthen the endogenous demand of rural residents’ public reading at the actors level, explore the
cooperative production mode of stimulus at the stimulation level, optimize the allocation of resources and
innovation of effective means of stimulation, and shape a good public reading culture atmosphere at the
external context level.

Attribution theory is mainly used for the attribution of individual behavior, but this paper uses this theory
for the attribution analysis of group behavior. There are some theoretical limitations, which may not
completely reflect the causes of each individual. However, this paper, by using Kelly’s cube theory,
establishes a relatively comprehensive and overall attribution model, which can better explain the current
rural reading problem. At the same time, specific strategies and suggestions are proposed for the three
dimensions attributions, which provide important references for the promotion of rural residents’ participation
in public reading and have important practical significance. 1 fig. 4 tabs. 37 refs.
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