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Future Prospect of Library and Information Science in China in the
Context of New Liberal Arts

MA Feicheng & LI Zhiyuan

ABSTRACT

In the new era, a new round of scientific and technological revolution and industrial revolution is in the
ascendant, and the construction of new liberal arts is in its initial stage. The library and information science
in China is also impacted by the tide of innovative technologies to some extent. This paper comprehensively
expounds the background of new liberal arts, explores the impacts of innovative technologies on library and
information science in China, and studies the future development of library and information science in China
in the context of new liberal arts.

Firstly, this paper analyzes the background of the new liberal arts. The proposal of new liberal arts has the
following three main backgrounds: 1) the disciplines are from differentiation to synthesis; 2) the social
problems are becoming more and more complex and changeable; 3) the comprehensive and high — quality
talents are in short supply.

Secondly, this paper explores the impacts of innovative technologies on library and information science in
China. The rapid development and application of innovative technologies, represented by big data, cloud
computing, artificial intelligence, 5G, Internet of things, virtual reality, blockchain, etc. , have had profound

impacts on library and information service, library and information science research, and library and
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information science education in China. The content and mode of library and information service in China are
constantly changing and upgrading with the advance and progress of technologies. Under the influence of
innovative technologies, the work flow of library and information service in China has been reconstructed. In
addition, the innovative technologies have brought strong external competition and pressure to the traditional
library and information service in China. The research of library and information science in China presents the
characteristics of interdisciplinary research on research issues, and the characteristics of the change to the
fourth paradigm in the research paradigm. The external environment, educational philosophy, teaching
methods, and curriculum system of library and information science education in China have all changed.

The third is thinking about the future development of library and information science in China in the
context of new liberal arts. In the future, we should pay attention to the following aspects. 1) Focusing on
social needs. Library and information science can make some differences in the following respects: support-
ing national innovation in science and technology, think tank construction and strategy consulting, data
management and big data platform construction, digital humanities practice, and public cultural services.
2) Attaching importance to cross—fusion. We should attach importance to the integration within the
discipline of library and information science in China and the cross—fusion between library and information
science in China and other philosophy and social sciences. 3) Strengthening theoretical innovation. We
should build a theoretical system of library and information science in China in terms of discipline concepts
and categories, ideological and theoretical viewpoints, and methodological systems. 4) Adhering to the
humanistic tradition. We should adhere to the humanistic tradition of library and information science in
China, and realize the combination of humanistic spirit and scientific spirit, and the unity of value rationality
and technical rationality. 1 fig. 21 refs.
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