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The Basic Categories and Core Propositions of Information Science

with Chinese Characteristics

AN Lu,CHEN Miaomiao,SHEN Yan & LI Gang

ABSTRACT

Since its birth, information science in China has explored many research fields by learning from the theories
and methods of related disciplines at home and abroad. At present, in the new environment of
interdisciplinary and diversified social needs, in order to better serve the national scientific and
technological innovation and economic and social development, it is urgent to refine the key fields,
viewpoints and ideas of information science with Chinese characteristics. Based on the history and current

situation of information science with Chinese characteristics, this paper summarizes four basic categories of
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information organization and retrieval, intelligence research, information service and information science
theories and methods, as well as sixteen related core propositions, and explains the internal logical
relationship between the categories.

First, among the four categories, information science theories and methods are the root of the discipline and
the embodiment of the discipline’s unique existence. Integrating foreign theories and methods, they have
innovatively formed characteristic theories and methods adapted to the local environment. The core
propositions include the definition of information science, the discipline basis of information science, the
methodology of information science, and the reform path. Second, information organization and retrieval are
the foundation of the discipline and the starting point of discipline development and construction. Due to the
explosion of information, big data technologies, knowledge demand change and other reasons, information
organization and retrieval will exist in the information science system in China for a long time in order to
organize and add value to knowledge resources. The core propositions include the granularity of objects for
information organization, core goals, the problems to be resolved, and the ultimate purpose of information
organization and retrieval. Third, intelligence research is the source of the discipline development. Taking
scientific and technological literatures as the research objects, it changes with the development of Chinese
policies, the social environment and technologies, and deeply excavates intelligence from data, information,
knowledge and other resources to form intelligent information products. The core propositions include
information research functions, the research path change, unification of the research paradigm and research
characteristics of intelligence research. Fourth, information service is the spring of the discipline strength,
and also the ultimate goal of discipline development, which involves information business and intelligence
users. In the new era, information service is required to be continuously intelligent. The core propositions
include service mode upgrading, the think tank service, and information user demand. The systematic
analysis of the categories and propositions of information science with Chinese characteristics can help
clarify its essence and core. It is also of great significance to scientifically plan the future development path
of information science with Chinese characteristics, and further enhance the local status and international
competitiveness of the discipline. 1 fig. 53 refs.
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