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Theoretical Research on Bibliodiversity

LI Haibo,KU Liping & NIE Hua

ABSTRACT

In the context of the in-depth development of the open access movement, the issue of Bibliodiversity, which
aims to realize the ideals of “equal access to knowledge” and “knowledge sharing”, and to promote the
development of local research has gradually attracted attention. This research adopts the foresight thought
method, combing the current theoretical research content of Bibliodiversity on the basis of known theories
and practices. From the perspective of library practice, it is divided into eight dimensions to explore
Bibliodiversity and library practice.

This study believes that libraries should pay attention to and actively participate in the construction and
cultivation of Bibliodiversity, focusing on eight major issues. Libraries are committed to participate in the
design of an open scholarly communication system that not only promotes Bibliodiversity, but also supports
international-level research.

1) The participation of stakeholders. Bibliodiversity requires extensive opinions and joint construction of
stakeholders. Stakeholders can include: researchers, policy makers, funders, service providers, universities/
research institutions, libraries, etc.

2) The multiple forms, channels and functions of academic information exchange. Bibliodiversity requires
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multiple forms of academic information exchange. Promoting Bibliodiversity means providing broader
communication channels and methods and promoting the diversity of scholarly communication.

3) The return of the principle of open access. Paying attention to Bibliodiversity means that the original
principles and essential needs of the open access movement need to be re-examined, that is, giving equal
emphasis to Gold OA and Green OA.

4) Various recording possibilities of cultural thoughts. Bibliodiversity requires attention to the
inclusiveness of multiple cultures and ideas. Libraries should be aware of the need of non-mainstream
thoughts, texts and information with the possibility of preservation and access.

5) Diversity of languages and cultures. Bibliodiversity requires the participation of multilingual academic
research. A good academic communication system must not only support the international dissemination of
academic thoughts, but also take into account the social needs of the local area, and at the same time not
damage the research characteristics of the subject by language restrictions.

6) Decentralized infrastructure services. Bibliodiversity is not only reflected in the diversity of the
bibliography itself, but also in the decentralization of the infrastructure and corresponding services developed
around the bibliography, that is, the infrastructure and services of academic publishing should not be
concentrated in a few oligarchs and should not be controlled by a few companies in the publishing industry.

7) Saving costs and making good use of expenditures. Cultivating Bibliodiversity requires libraries to
change the existing procurement funding model and jump out of the publisher’s “Big Deal” strategy.

8) Diversity of evaluation methods for academic achievements. The narrow reliance on journal-based
evaluation methods hinders Bibliodiversity to a certain extent.

Libraries are committed to participate in the design of an open scholarly communication system that not
only promotes Bibliodiversity, but also supports international-level research. 1 tab. 23 refs.
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