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Research on the Manuscript of Zizhi Tongjian by Sima Guang

LI Zhizhong

ABSTRACT
The Manuscript of Zizhi Tongjian( Comprehensive Mirror in Aid of Governance) by Sima Guang collected by
the National Library of China(NLC) is 130 cm in length and 33. 8 c¢cm in height. The manuscript contains
29 lines with 465 words. It was compiled in the Northern Song Dynasty ( Emperor Ying Zong) by Sima
Guang, Liu Ban, Liu Shu, Fan Zuyu, and others. It took 19 years to complete the work. The collection at
the NLC was the manuscript of Sima Guang, which recorded the history within one year from the first month
of the lunar year in 322 (the first year of Yongchang, Emperor Sima Rui of the Eastern Jin Dynasty) when
Wang Dun revolted to 12th month when Murong Gui asked his son Murong Huang to attack Lingzhi. There
were postscripts by Ren Xiyi, Zhao Rushu, Ge Hong, Cheng Bi and Zhao Chonghe, and postscripts or
poems by scholars in the Yuan Dynasty such as Liu Guan, Huang Jin, Yuwen Gongliang, Zhu Derun and
Zheng Yuanyou, which indicated that the manuscript was circulated in the Song and Yuan dynasties. In the
Ming and Qing Dynasties it was collected by Yuan Zhongche, Xiang Zijing and Liang Qingbiao
successively, and then the Imperial Household Department of the Qing Dynasty incorporated it into the
imperial storehouse stamping “Shi Qu Bao Ji” on it. After the Qing Dynasty collapsed, the manuscript was
taken away from the Imperial Palace. Later it was bought in Hong Kong and collected by the NLC.

Huang Tingjian, contemporary of Sima Guang, participated in the revision of Zizhi Tongjian. He had seen

many manuscripts and concluded the characteristics of Sima Guang’s handwriting, “the regular script (kai
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shu) is not perfect, but the clerical script (li shu) is quite standard and vigorous”. The script of the

Manuscript of Zizhi Tongjian combines the regular script and the clerical script, which corresponds to

Huang’s comment. 12 refs.
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