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ABSTRACT

At present, China has witnessed the rapid development of public library system, and the number of public
libraries, total square footage and paper stocks of public libraries rank first in the world, and the average
population coverage of one public library and the total electronic resources have reached the advanced level.

China still has noticeable shortcomings compared with the United States, the Great Britain, Japan and South
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Korea: 1) the quality of libraries in the grassroots and rural areas is unsatisfactory; 2) the per capita hold of
basic resources is insufficient; 3) the service inefficiency is obvious. The analysis of public library
development in the United States, the Great Britain, Japan and South Korea shows that the rapid
development of public libraries depends on the solid foundation of economic development, and it takes 10 to
20 years for public libraries to rise to the world’s advanced level. The legislation of public library is a
powerful pushing force for the rapid development of the cause. All the four countries have taken the
development of public libraries in rural areas as an important task.

Therefore, three measures could be initiated in building up a world class public library system in China:
1) promoting “100 Iconic Public Libraries” which can reach world-leading indicators while expanding the
project of “Library City”. 2) implementing the project of “County Library Promotion” by taking a “three-
step” plan to promote resources protection and service efficiency, and enhancing the digital service
capability of county-level public libraries. 3) optimizing the quality of rural public reading spaces by
integrating the farmer bookstore into the central-branch system of county libraries, embedding public reading
spaces into rural cultural tourism facilities, and setting up new public reading spaces in the countryside.
During the process of building up the world-class public library system, China has also exhibited its
institutional advantages: 1) Chinese public libraries have been integrated into the overall strategy of public
cultural service system, 2) libraries can meet the cultural needs of the people while enhancing their spiritual
strength, 3) the government dominates the construction of public library system, 4) regional cooperation and
paired assistance within the nation encourage the balanced and coordinated development of public libraries.
3 tabs. 34 refs.
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