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Academic Digital Libraries over 20 Years: from Digital Collabora-
tion to Digital Knowledge Service Alliance
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ABSTRACT
The China Academic Digital Associative Library (CADAL) project is one of the typical representatives of
academic digital libraries in China. It began with the China—US Million Book Digital Library Project, and is
also an important part of the Universal Digital Library Project. With the great investment of China and the
full cooperation of academic libraries, CADAL has finally built into a digital library with more than 2.8
million electronic resources in Chinese and English, which is beneficial to the world. The success of
CADAL is the result of the persistent joint efforts of 841 academic libraries in China and 40 libraries in
Asia, North America and Europe. In the past 20 years, CADAL has given full play to its role as a link and
a bridge. The mode of digital cooperation has developed from resource co-construction to diversified
sharing. The content of digital cooperation has developed from large-scale digitalization to high-quality
special collection. The technological exploration of digital cooperation is gradually becoming intelligent.
Digital collaboration has yielded many fruits.

With the rapid development of the digital age and the changing needs of readers, the digital cooperation of
CADAL was upgraded and the Digital Knowledge Service Alliance was officially established in 2021. The

alliance is committed to exploring a new model of co-construction and sharing of information resources and
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knowledge resources, as well as a solution to the comprehensive guarantee of academic information
resources. The alliance will focus on four aspects and build a new platform of knowledge as a service
(KAAS): digital retrospective of books, permanent preservation of digital resources, digital new books
procurement and digital knowledge services. On the one hand, the digital knowledge service platform
provides knowledge services for readers, and on the other hand, it opens up the upstream and downstream of
the publishing industry supply chain—publishers, libraries and readers, and truly realizes the connection
between libraries and publishers, libraries and libraries, readers and books, books and books. And then, it
will promote the structural reform of book publishing and services, form an integrated development model of
information chain sharing, data chain linkage, and industrial chain collaboration.

From the digital cooperation of CADAL to the Digital Knowledge Service Alliance, academic libraries of
China have realized the upgrade from co-construction and sharing to collaboration and integration, from
resource digitization to the entire life cycle of knowledge services, and from the digital library to the smart
library. The development of CADAL shows that the construction of China’s academic digital library begins
with the digitization of academic resources, but the business has already broken through the scope of
traditional document services. Its management model is transforming from process-driven to data-driven. Its
service content is transforming from digital resource service to digital knowledge service. lts cooperation
model is changing from resource co-construction to ecological co-construction, capability sharing, and
process collaboration. 1 tab. 33 refs.
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