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Libraries’ Function of Cultivating Public Spirit and Contemporary

Practice

LI Guihua

ABSTRACT

As the core demand of people’s modernization development, public spirit is an effective support for the
modernization of national governance and a necessary condition for the realization of democracy. Libraries
are not only products of culture but also products of democracy. From the global perspective, the emergence
and development of libraries were both benefited from social individuals with public spirit, and libraries
worldwide have a rich history of cultivating public spirit. The cultivation of public spirit has been regarded
as the background of the system in the librarianship of different countries, and library science theory also
takes the cultivation of civilized morality including public spirit as the function of libraries. The reason
behind this lies in the fact that the internal atiributes such as sharing, human rights, communication and
education formed in the long-term development of libraries are “endogenous” to the public spirit cultivation
function of libraries. Among them, the “sharing” attribute is the “publicity” gene throughout the
development history of libraries, and the “human rights” attribute is the conceptual source of the public

spirit cultivation function of libraries. The “communication” attribute is the practical form of the public
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spirit cultivation function of libraries, and the “education” attribute is the social path for libraries to
implement the public spirit cultivation.

There is a mismatch between the current situation of social public spirit and the requirements of
modernization of national governance. However, the libraries in China have formed various practice paths in
recent years. This study divides the relevant practice into education-oriented, communication-oriented,
governance-oriented and community-oriented from the two dimensions of method and object. Moreover,
related practice is undergoing integration and transformation, including the transformation from“education-
oriented” to * governance-oriented”, from “community-oriented” to “ communication-oriented”, from
“communication-oriented” to “community-oriented”, and from “education-oriented” to  community-
oriented”.

Nevertheless, there are some deficiencies in the enrichment and scientificity of the cultivation of library
public spirit in our country, including the unclear value orientation of public spirit cultivation, the failure to
establish a quality management system centered on public spirit cultivation, and the lack of library—society
interaction linked by the function of public spirit cultivation. The study holds that libraries should adopt the
following development paths: promoting service innovation with the value pursuit of cultivating public spirit
and bringing citizens into the library governance system; letting the public become the library governance
system and the substantive participant of the library; building an embedded public living space and
deepening the “people-centered” library transformation. Also, library science should develop the theory of
library public spirit cultivation function and study the transformation path of personal merit and public
merit. 1 fig. 64 refs.
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