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The Historical Evolution and Causes of the Research Object of

Library Science

SUO Chuanjun & RONG Juntao

ABSTRACT

At present, the theoretical system of library science lacks a clear core domain. The scientific cognition of
the research object is a necessary and basic research task to determine the theoretical core proposition, solve
the current discipline dilemma and construct the scientific theory system.

Since the concept “library science” was put forward, library science has been developing for more than 200
years. According to the main research themes in different historical development stages, the historical
evolution of its object can be divided into five stages: institutional paradigm, sociological paradigm,
information paradigm, knowledge paradigm and humanistic paradigm. The institutional paradigm takes the
library as the research object, limits its vision to the specific representation levels such as local technology,
work and process of the library, and opposes the research outside the library field. The sociological
paradigm examines the library in the social system, and further investigates, describes, reveals and explains
the function and activity law of the library from the relationship between the library and society. The
information paradigm takes information as the core concept to reconstruct its theoretical system. It focuses
on the movement, organization and management of information from the perspective of technology,

humanities and policy. The core concept of knowledge paradigm is knowledge and knowledge activities. It
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studies the essence and function of knowledge, the formation and evolution law of knowledge, and the
theories and methods of knowledge content disclosure, evaluation, organization and utilization. Humanistic
paradigm advocates taking human as the core object of library science, and pays special attention to and
emphasizes the subjective existence and value realization of users.

Different research paradigms reflect the changes of research hotspots or themes in various historical stages,
from which we can see the evolution and development of library science research objects in each stage. On
the whole, library science research has undergone three major turns: from technicism and empiricism to
rationalism, from static object view to dynamic process view, from systematic structuralism to more essential
cognitivism.

Theoretically, our cognitive process of library science research objects follows an approximate cognitive
evolution model. The model is divided into ontology layer, intermediary layer and cognitive layer in the
vertical dimension, and N historical development stages in the horizontal dimension. According to the theory
of embodied cognition, we believe that the factors affecting the cognitive evolution of the research object of
library science can be divided into social environmental factors, disciplinary internal factors and cognitive
subject factors. From the research process of library science in China, the development of library cause has
a great impact on the cognition of the research object of library science, and it is also the main reason for its
evolution and development. 3 figs. 59 refs.
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