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The Development of Emerging Interdisciplines in Library and Infor-

mation Science in China

MA Feicheng & ZHANG Shuai

ABSTRACT

Emerging interdisciplines are increasingly serving as a catalyst for China’s scientific and technological
advancement and keep spawning fresh disciplinary growth spots and uncharted scientific territory. In this
environment, Chinese library and information science has opened up a variety of emerging interdisciplinary
topics while maintaining adherence to the traditional beneficial research subjects, including data science,
digital humanities, health informatics, emergency/security information science, big data management and
application, etc. These emerging interdisciplinary fields have become the focus of library and information
science in China. This paper conducts an in-depth analysis and discussion on evolution law and theoretical
framework for emerging interdisciplines.

This paper studies the ten-year evolution of the Chinese library and information science’s interdisciplinary
research progress. There are three factors that give rise to the emerging interdisciplinary field of library and
information science in China: 1)the urgent need for the discipline itself to produce new knowledge; 2) the
urgent need to address pressing issues pertaining to human growth, and 3)the urgent need for disciplines to
be empowered by digital intelligence.

This paper examines the evolving emerging interdisciplinary field of library and information science in

China. It constitutes an emergent interdisciplinary evolution law that is problem-domain and methodology
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focused. These three evolutionary models are: 1) problem-domain and methodology input model,
2)methodology and problem-domain output model, and 3) problem-domain and problem-domain collaboration
model.

And this paper explores the theoretical foundations of the emerging interdisciplines of library and
information science in China. A theoretical framework is created and gives equal priority to theoretical
development and paradigm innovation, taking the fundamental theories of library science, information
science, and archival science as its foundation, and supporting them with the paradigms of induction,
deduction, empirical evidence, and data-driven research. This framework also cross-integrates with the ideas
and methodologies of other disciplines through input, output, and collaboration to encourage the creation of
new emerging interdisciplines in Chinese library and information science.

The following ideas are proposed to continually encourage the development of emerging interdisciplines of
library and information science in China: 1) strengthening the interdisciplinary integration mechanism;
2)nurturing emerging interdisciplinary talents; 3) exploring emerging interdisciplinary systems, and
4)improving the internationalization level of emerging interdisciplines. It provides a helpful reference for the
creation of the newly emerging interdisciplinary system of Chinese library and information science and offers
a useful reference for the creative growth of the library and information science with Chinese features in the
new era. 1 fig. 25 refs.
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