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Research on the Development of Chinese Library Science Education
from the Perspective of Cultural Soft Power

XIAO Ximing, SHI Qinggong

ABSTRACT

Library science education (LSE) is an important component of national cultural soft power. This paper first
explains the concept, connotation, and components of cultural soft power. On this basis, this article
systematically discusses the relationship between cultural soft power and LSE, the problems and the future
directions of LSE from the perspective of cultural soft power.

Cultural soft power consists of five elements: cultural cohesion, cultural attraction, cultural innovation,
cultural integration, and cultural radiation. LSE has profoundly embodied its cultural soft power in these five
dimensions from both historical and practical perspectives. However, there are still some shortcomings in
the cultural soft power of LSE. In the dimension of cultural cohesion, the academic community of LSE has
deviated from the value recognition of the functions, roles, and contributions of libraries, librarianship, and
LSE. In the dimension of cultural attraction, there is still a lack of social attention to LSE. In the dimension
of cultural innovation, there are fewer original results in LSE. In the dimension of cultural integration, LSE
also lacks the interdisciplinary ability to integrate the knowledge of different disciplines. In the dimension of

cultural radiation, the external influence of LSE is still relatively limited.
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Some suggestions for the better development of China’s LSE have been proposed from the perspective of
cultural soft power. Firstly, China’s LSE should enhance cultural cohesion by strengthening the education of
ideals, missions, and professionalism with socialist core values as its connotation. Secondly, the cultural
attraction of China’s LSE can be continuously fostered by expanding the training scale of library
professionals, improving the quality of LSE, promoting the application of theoretical achievements, and
strengthening the publicity of LSE. Thirdly, the cultural innovation of China’s LSE should be improved via
the creation of original knowledge, research method, and discourse systems. Fourthly, LSE in China can
strengthen cultural integration by promoting the integration of library, information, and archive disciplines, as
well as the cross-fertilization of other related disciplines outside of the library and information science.

Finally, it is suggested that China’s LSE tells the Chinese story with various platforms of foreign exchanges to

enhance cultural radiation. 1 fig. 30 refs.
KEY WORDS
Culturally advanced China.
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