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The Rights Protection Policy of Elderly Readers in China

PENG Leiting,NIU Rong & LIU Jin

ABSTRACT

During the 14th Five-Year Plan period, China’s population has been ageing rapidly. Protecting the rights of
elderly readers can not only deal with the aging of the population actively but also meet the spiritual and
cultural needs of the elderly. In order to understand the government policy’s actuality of protecting the rights
of elderly readers in China, this paper establishes a three-dimensional analysis framework of “policy tools—
elements of elderly readers’ rights—policy participants” from the perspective of policy tools.

By using the content analysis method to analyze the 81 policy samples published from 2012 to 2022, this
paper summarizes the policy characteristics of protecting the elderly readers’ rights in China. Firstly, in the
policy structures, the current policies that protect the rights of elderly readers in China are mainly guiding
and planning policies, which provide the foundation and indicate the direction for protecting the elderly
readers’ rights in details. Secondly, policy tools concerning the supply, environment, and demand are not
balanced, and the combination and collocation of various policy tools are uneven; supply policy tools account
for the largest proportion, meanwhile, and there is a large gap in the distribution of environmental policy
tools and demand policy tools. Thirdly, in terms of elements of elderly readers’ rights, there are obvious
differences in the frequency of response to different rights of elderly readers, and the policies primarily focus

on protecting the right of use for elderly readers, however, the protection of other elements of elderly readers’
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rights is relatively weak. Finally, in terms of policy participants, the government is the dominant force at
present and the situation that multi-subjects participate in the protecting of elderly readers’ rights has not
formed.

Consequently, this paper puts forward the following suggestions: 1) build a “1+N” policy system to promote
concerted efforts in protecting the rights of elderly readers; 2) strengthen the coordination of policy tools;
3)improve the overall level of policy guarantee and establish the all-round policy system of protection the

elderly readers’ rights; 4) stimulate the enthusiasm of multi-subjects and appeal them to participate in the

protection of elderly readers’ rights. 4 figs. 5 tabs. 25 refs.
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