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Medical Libraries’ Involvement in the Construction of New Types
of Chinese Think Tank

YING Jun,WANG Yuchen,JIN Shufei & ZHAO Yuxiang

ABSTRACT

Medical libraries, designed as centers of medical information resources, medical knowledge service, and
medical knowledge dissemination, show distinctive advantages in playing crucial roles in implementing the
Healthy China initiative and constructing new types of Chinese think tank. The investigations on medical
libraries’ involvement in think tank construction have still been in the initial stage. Relevant theoretical and
practical issues need to be systematized. This paper adopted a combination of literature review, case
illustration, and in-depth interviews to fully explore the value prospects and practice mode of medical
libraries’ involvement in constructing new types of Chinese think tank.

Firstly, this paper summarizes the current status of libraries and think tank construction, and medical
libraries’ involvement in think tank construction by literature review and case illustration. Then it explained
the value prospects of medical libraries” involvement in constructing new types of Chinese think tank from
three perspectives: promoting think tank construction for the Healthy China initiative, empowering medical

technical innovations as well as medical science popularization, and inspiring the digital transformation and
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service expansion in medical libraries.

Secondly, this paper conducts in-depth interviews and analyzes the practice mode of medical libraries’
involvement in constructing new types of Chinese think tank from the perspectives of action paths and
development process. There are three main action paths: strategy-driven service and brand transformation,
reorganization and precise evidence-based consultation, and collaborative innovation and service
expansion. Meanwhile, all medical libraries in different paths follow a three-phase development process:
starting as information resource curators at think tank initiations, then continuing as intelligence supporters
in think tank preparatory work, and finally working as core participants in the process of think tank
construction.

Thirdly, this paper analyzes the challenge of medical libraries” involvement in constructing new types of
Chinese think tank from three aspects: motivation barriers, opportunity constraints, and ability bottlenecks.

Finally, this paper puts forward several suggestions for the future development of medical libraries’

involvement in the construction of new types of Chinese think tank. 2 figs. 5 tabs. 49 refs.
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