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Library Science ( Normal ) Major ; The Ideal Approach for the Spe-
cialization of School Librarians in China

WU Jianhua, LIAO Hairu,ZHANG Xiaoya,CHEN Yanan & XIAO Longxiang

ABSTRACT

With the development of economy and society in China, various undertakings have entered the stage of high-
quality development, and basic education is facing modernization transformation. Accordingly, the
construction of school libraries has also entered the stage of normalization, standardization and
specialization. In recent years, the hardware conditions of school libraries have been improved obviously,
however, the service efficiency is low, and one of the important reasons is the low level of specialization of
the librarian team, which has severely restricted the integration of library with education and teaching, and
also causes great waste of resources. School libraries in China require not only a huge demand on school
librarians, but also the ability to plan the overall situation and a solid foundation of knowledge in basic
education. However, the existing library science education cannot meet the demand for professional

librarians of school libraries.
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The purpose of this paper is to investigate the supply of talents in school libraries from the perspective of
professional education, and to find an ideal professional path of librarian team for school libraries. It is
found that many countries generally carry out professional education of school libraries, and implement the
dual professional qualification admission system of “teacher” and “librarian” for school librarians as well.

On the basis of summarizing foreign experience and drawing lessons from the historical experience of
cultivating school library professional talents in normal colleges of China, it proposes to make good use of the
policy of publicly funded normal education in China to set up library science (normal)major. The specific
ideas are as follows: 1) set up the library science (normal) major and establish a talent cultivation system
which is suitable for basic education; 2) open “library science (normal) +X” double degree class; 3) use
MOOC to implement large-scale online continuing education for in-service librarians. This is beneficial to
cultivate a large number of specialized and compound school librarians needed for school libraries, and is a

cultivation path of library science professionals in line with the conditions of China and has Chinese

characteristics. 3 tabs. 52 refs.
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