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Responding to the Era Proposition of Chinese Modernization of
Grass-roots Libraries—A Review of Grass-roots Libraries Academ-
ic Research Symposium

CHEN Yi,WANG Zijian

ABSTRACT
Grass-roots libraries are the cornerstone of the development of librarianship in China. In the new era,
perfecting the modern public cultural service system and promoting the integration of urban and rural public
library service systems to meet the people’s new expectations for a better spiritual and cultural life is not
only an important task for the development of China’s library services but also a major topic in current
library science research. To better explore the professional development models of grass-roots libraries
under the strategy of building a culturally advanced China, the editorial department of the Journal of Library
Science in China and the Capital Library of China co-hosted the Grass-roots Libraries Academic Research
Symposium in July 2023. More than 40 scholars and grass-roots library directors gathered at the Jiaolou
Library to discuss topics around “grass-roots library construction facing culturally advanced China”“high-
quality development of the central-branch public libraries” and so on.

This paper sorts out the reports of young scholars and the main points of experts’ speeches from four
perspectives: systemic, institutional, professional, and human-centered thinking in the development of grass-
roots libraries. Specifically, in terms of systemic construction, experts discussed the system of central-branch

libraries at the grass-roots level, suggesting that the roles of central-branch libraries should be clearly
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defined, the system should be implemented according to local conditions, and various contradictions such as
administrative and academic logic should be coordinated in its operation. Regarding institutional
construction, it was suggested to improve the construction of standards supporting the Public Library Law of
the People’s Republic of China to enhance the professionalism of policies and further improve the statistical
system of grass-roots libraries. In terms of professionalization, experts believed that professional forces
should guide socialization, strengthen the interaction between grass-roots libraries and all sectors of society,
and use professional management to support professional development. In terms of human-centered
approach, experts advised highlighting the social benefits of grass-roots library services, improving digital
services for the elderly, and focusing on children’s services.

The Chinese modernization of grass-roots libraries should face the current situation at the grass-roots level
directly in surveys, find answers in grass-roots plans, insist on legal construction as the focus, improve

relevant supporting policies, closely integrate with the grass-roots administrative system, explore new models

of Chinese-style modernization, and further strengthen cooperation between academia and the industry to

jointly provide high-quality development plans for grass-roots libraries. 9 refs.
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