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ABSTRACT The development of libraries at basc level in Western countries has dready had a histo-
ry of more than 350 years, while the development in Chinais gill in a spontaneous stage. There are
many differencesin the development of libraries at basc level in Chinaand in Western countriesin the
following agpects: development stages, legd conditions, socid conditions and responsble subjects.
Then, the authors point out some wrong opinionsin China. 2 refs.
KEY WORDS Library at basclevd. Library at basc levd in Western countries.  Library devel-
opment.
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